


Who We Are. 

We believe Kansans, working together, 
can build a state full of thriving, 
inclusive, and just communities.



Thriving
All Kansans deserve access to affordable 

food and a hopeful future.

Inclusive
All Kansans should be able to participate 

fully in their communities.

Just
All Kansans should benefit from fair and 

effective systems of justice.

What We Believe. 



"All political power is inherent 

in the people."

- Kansas Bill of Rights



Understanding the Legislative Calendar

● Day 1: January 13, 2025

● 90 Day Session - what's different this year

● Turnaround 

● Veto Session

● Sine Die: mid-April



Source: LoudLight



What is Testimony?

● Legislative testimony is a way to share views and 

information with lawmakers about proposed legislation.

● You do not need to be a policy expert to offer testimony. 

● Your life experiences make you an expert. 

● Testimony can be given in writing or verbally. 



Your Testimony is 

Your Power.



Understanding the Process

● Tracking Legislation

○ Know the Bill Number

● Where do find information on hearings?

● What are the rules?

● What do I say?



The Kansas Legislature Website:

https://www.kslegislature.gov/li/











Written v. Verbal Testimony

● Written Testimony

○ You will not need to appear in person to the committee 

to testify in person.

● Verbal Testimony

○ You will have the opportunity to speak directly to 

legislators about the issue.

○ Legislators can ask you questions. 

○ Some committees allow you to testify online.



Writing Compelling Testimony

Step 1: Introduce Yourself

Step 2: Tell Your Story

Step 3: Share Why the Bill Matters to You

Step 4: Urge Them to Oppose or Support the Bill

Step 5: Thank Them for Their Time



Example of Testimony – Concerned Citizen



Example of Testimony – Public Policy Lobbyist

https://www.kansasappleseed.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Reduced-Price-Budget-Proposal-testimony.docx.pdf


You’ve Testified! What’s Now?

● Keep up your advocacy!

○ Share your testimony with your representatives – especially if they 

weren’t on the committee -- and urge them to vote yes/no

○ Urge the governor to veto or sign into law

○ Show up at legislative coffees in district to hold your elected 

officials accountable

○ Vote!



Questions?



Contact Info

Jami Reever

Executive Director

jreever@kansasappleseed.org
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